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tina Atheling, abbess of R/omsey, to consecrate Matilda to the
church, greatly to the displeasure of her father, who meant,
as he said," to give her in marriage, and not to devote her to a
cloister.31 Her royal sire was killed at the siege of Alnwick
castle, by the treachery of the besieged, who offered to surrender
if the Scottish king would receive the keys in person. Malcolm
coming to the gates, was there met by a knight bearing the keys
on the point of a lance, which he offered to the king on his knee;
but when Malcolm stooped to receive them, he treacherously thrust
the point of the lance through the bars of his vizor into his eye,
and gave Tn'm a mortal wound. His brave son Edward was killed,
with two younger sons, fighting to revenge this treacherous
murder. This was heavy news to pour into the anxious ear of
the widowed queen, who then lay on her death-bed, attended by
her daughters Matilda and Mary.

The dying queen Margaret consigned the spiritual guardian-
ship of her children to Turgot. He was one of the best writers
of his time, and has preserved the words with which she gave
"him this important charge; they will strike an answering chord
on the heart of every mother. u Farewell!" she said. " My life
draws to a close, but you may survive me long. To you I commit
the charge of my children. Teach them, above all things, to love
and fear God; and if any of them should be permitted to attain
to the height of earthly grandeur, oh I then, in an especial manner,
be to them a father and a guide. Admonish, and if need be, re-
prove them, lest they should be swelled with the pride of momen.
tary glory, and by reason of the prosperity 6f this world, offend i
their Creator and forfeit eternal life. This, in the presence of
TTi-m who is now our only witness, I beseech you to promise and
perform."

Donald Bane (the brother of Malcolm Oanmore), soon after the
disastrous defeat and death of that king and his oldest son, seized
the throne of Scotland, and commanded all the English exiles,
of whatsoever degree, to quit the kingdom under pain of death.
Edgar Atheling, Matilda's uncle, then conveyed to England the
orphan family of his sister, the queen of Scotland, consisting at
that period of five young princes and two princesses. He supported
Matilda, her sister and brothers, who were all minors, privately,
from his own means, "William Bufus treated Edgar and his
adopted family with friendship. The princesses Matilda and
Mary were placed by their uncle in the nunnery of Bomsey, of
which his surviving sister, Christina, was abbess; for the princes
he obtained an honourable reception at the court of William
Rufus, wno eventraaH^ent him at the head of an army to Scotland,